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Sending “Printed Missionaries”
by Joel Griffith

As part of SGA’s ongoing celebration of our 75 
years of service to Christ, the next several issues 

of InSight will take an historic look at our mission’s 
key ministries, and how God has used them over the 
years to bring people to Himself across the lands of 
Russia. This month, we are rejoicing at God’s faithful 
provision of Bibles and Christian literature across the 
former Soviet Union — even when it was forbidden. 

Establish Your Word to your servant, as that which 
produces reverence for You (Psalm 119:38). 

 Barely a year after SGA’s founding, fears of 
famine were running high across the United States, 
spurred on by horrific stories coming from the “Dust 
Bowl” in the central part of the nation. There had been 

little to no rain, and gigantic dust storms caused by 
blowing, parched topsoil stretched for miles. 

 But the leadership of 
our mission was concerned 
about a greater famine — 
a famine for God’s Word 
across the lands of Russia, 
made even worse by an 
atheistic communist regime 
determined to eradicate 
the Bible from the land. 
Everywhere Peter Deyneka 
went, he heard the cries of 
longing for the Word of God 
and Christian literature. 
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“Printed missionaries must be part of SGA’s program.” – Founder Peter Deyneka



In response 
Peter declared, 
“Printed 
missionaries 
must be part 
of the SGA 
program.” 
During the 
Soviet period, 
sending actual missionaries was not possible, so 
these “printed missionaries” were sent instead, and 
with difficulty. Bibles and Christian books were 
forbidden, and could only be gotten into the country 
through covert distribution. With God’s help and 
the support of our partners, SGA managed to do 
just that — in all, some 423 titles were translated, 
printed or published in the Russian language for 
distribution behind the Iron Curtain! 

Russian-Language Books of Historic Importance

 In addition to thousands and thousands 
of Bibles, New Testaments and children’s Bibles 
provided through our mission, SGA was involved 
in the translation and printing of very important 
Bible study books. In addition to his teaching 
ministry at the Russian Bible Institute in Argentina, 
SGA missionary Platon Chartschlaa prepared and 
reprinted the complete Russian Bible Concordance 
(Simfonia) first printed by Ivan Prokhanov in 
the 1920s. He also translated all of the Scofield 
Bible study notes, enabling the printing of the 
Scofield Study Bible in the Russian language. Most 
importantly, Platon labored for years on a five 
volume Russian-language version of the Dallas 
Bible Knowledge Commentary completed and 

distributed widely in the 
early 1990s. Other Bible 
study works included the 
widely popular diglot, 
the Russian-English New 
Testament and Psalms, 
as well as the Bible with 
Notes by Pastor Bernhard 
Goetze. 
 There were 
numerous other 
categories of literature 
produced through SGA. 

Evangelistic books included Josh McDowell’s 
More Than a Carpenter,  Dr. Billy Graham’s Peace 
With God, Know Why You Believe by Paul Little, 
and Knowing God by Dr. J.I. Packer. There were 
many apologetic/defense of the faith-type works 
including Evidence That Demands a Verdict by Josh 
McDowell, Basic Christianity by Dr. Packer, Truth 
Twisters by Harold J. Berry, and Labyrinth of Faith 
— a counter-cult work by Kenneth Boa. 
 SGA helped produce a vast number of 
Russian-language 
Christian works for 
children including 
the Pictorial Life 
of Christ, the Good 
Shepherd Children’s 
Bible, Pathway to Life 
and the Instant Bible 
(Puzzle). These works 
were so important 
in an era when 
parents were strictly 
forbidden to teach 
their children about Christ, and when the children of 
Christians faced certain persecution in school. 
 In addition to the key books translated 
into Russian from English, SGA encouraged 
and printed books authored by Russian pastors, 
teachers and Christian leaders for the purpose of 
developing strong, biblically sound writers among 
nationals. A significant number of SGA writers 
over the years wrote many books on Bible doctrine, 
pastoral theology, prayer, missions, Sunday school 
lessons, Christian morality and ethics. These 
authors included both Peter Deyneka Sr. and 
Peter Deyneka Jr., Ruth (Deyneka) Erdel, Platon 
Chartschlaa, Constantine and Elizabeth Lewshenia, 
Andrew Prokopchuk, Peter Pleshko and Dr. Roman 
Dechtiarenko. 
 Christian magazines were not forgotten 
either, with a number of them edited by SGA and 
published in several languages in the United States, 
Canada, Brazil, Argentina, Poland, Croatia, France 
and Germany.  In total, over the decades SGA 
partners made possible untold thousands of copies 
of more than 350 titles, Russian language books 
and other Christian literature, that were distributed 
covertly to the faithful, persecuted believers.  
The combination of the extensive, doctrinally-sound 
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Teenage kids excited to read the 
Pictorial Life of Christ!

Labyrinth of Faith by 

Kenneth Boa, in Russian



SGA Insight  3

SGA radio ministry with SGA’s thoroughly-biblical 
printing ministry was used greatly of God to help 
keep believers true to His Word in their lives and 
ministries.  And all the while, in God’s glorious  
providence, no false teachers from the West had 
opportunity to undermine their faith. 

New Literature For a New Day of Ministry

 Today, under the leadership of Dr. Bob 
Provost and with the support of our partners, SGA 

remains committed to 
the provision of God’s 
Word and biblically 
sound Christian 
literature in the Russian 
language. Since 1994, 
75 more books have 
been published and 
distributed principally 
to pastors and seminary 
students.  Included 
were the MacArthur 
Study Bible and 18 
MacArthur New 

Testament commentaries and books. Other recent 
releases have included New Man in Christ and The 
Holy Spirit by SGA’s Dr. Roman Dechtiarenko, 

Cults and World Religions by 
SGA’s Dr. Nick Porublev, The 
Principles and Practice of 
Prayer by Dr. Ivan French, 
One With a Shepherd 
by Mary Somerville, 
Preaching with Passion 
by Dr. Alex Montoya, 
and the children’s book, 
Adam and Eve, by Kitty 
Griffiths (Mrs. G). 
 By the fall of 2009, SGA is 
planning to complete a Russian-language 
version of the Faith to Grow On Bible for children 
by Dr. John MacArthur. This will be the very first 
complete Bible prepared for children in the Russian 
language. In addition to the text of Scripture in their 
own language, children who receive this Bible will 
also have clarifying notes and commentary, as well as 
special lessons on biblical topics. Our goal is to print 
an initial 30,000 copies for distribution to churches 
across the lands of Russia for the Orphans Reborn 
ministries, Sunday schools, and other outreaches. 
 We are thankful to the Lord for our faithful 
partners who are helping to make all of this possible. 
The need remains great, and the doors allowing us 
to help the churches obtain this literature are rapidly 
closing.

The SGA worldwide 
family was saddened 
to learn of the 
unexpected passing 
of Sophie Kapitaniuk, 
wife of long-time 
SGA missionary 
Bill Kapitaniuk, 

on November 7, 2008. Sophie had struggled with 
severe health challenges for many years, and was 
still recovering from injuries sustained in a fall last 
August. Just two days prior to her homegoing, the 
Kapitaniuk family celebrated Sophie’s 75th birthday 

at the couple’s home in France, where Sophie was 
born. She and Bill, an SGA missionary originally 
from Canada, had been married for 52 years. 
 Rev. Allan Vincent, director of SGA/Canada, 
attended the funeral in France along with many 
relatives, friends and 
unsaved neighbors. 
Please be in prayer 
for Bill, their children 
and grandchildren 
during this very 
difficult time. 

Promoted to Glory
Sophie Kapitaniuk

O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting (1 Corinthians 15:55)

Adam and Eve by Kitty Griffiths, in Russian
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CIS Lawmakers Seek More Religion 
Restrictions

Persecution of Pastors Continues in 
Azerbaijan

What’s at Stake for Christians

What’s Happening What’s Happening

andAnalysisNews

 This past November, lawmakers in the 
former Soviet country of Kyrgyzstan unanimously 
passed new legislation that would impose new 
restrictions on evangelical churches and religious 
organizations. Under the legislation, churches 
would need at least 200 members to register, and 
the identities of the members would need to be 
confirmed by local governments. According to 
Forum 18, no changes were made to the legislation 
to bring it into compliance with international 
human rights commitments, or with the Kyrgyz 
Constitution. Christian groups and human rights 
organizations have expressed deep concern over the 
new legislation. 

 Coupled with restrictive new legislation 
being pushed by lawmakers in Kazakhstan and 
now before the president, this development in 
neighboring Kyrgyzstan is the latest in a troubling 
series of moves by CIS governments to restrict 
evangelical churches. As was formerly the case in 
Kazakhstan, believers in Kyrgyzstan have until now 
enjoyed a measure of freedom despite the majority 
Sunni Muslim population. While Kyrgyz president 
Kurmanbek Bakiev had not yet approved the law as 
of this writing, many are concerned that he will sign 
it given the unanimous voice of parliament. Please 
lift this important matter before the Lord in prayer, 
asking the Lord to protect and sustain His people 
during these challenging days. 

 In a case very similar to that of formerly 
jailed Baptist pastor Zaur Balaev, local Azeri 
authorities in the town of Aliabad raided the home 
of Pastor Hamid Shabanov and arrested him on 
charges of having an illegal weapon. As with 
Pastor Balaev, church leaders in Azerbaijan say the 
charges are false and they are fighting them in court. 
Pastor Shabanov’s attorneys managed to secure his 
release from jail, and also were able to have his case 
moved to another jurisdiction for re-investigation. 
He remains free on his own recognizance, pending 
further action by the court. 

 Hamid Shabanov’s attorneys are convinced 
that authorities are dragging his case out because 
they don’t want it to go to court. Hamid’s brother 
was even more direct. “They want to imprison 
the [church’s] leader and see the congregation fall 
apart.” Pastor Ilya Zenchenko, president of the 
Azeri Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists, 
also expressed concern over the muted response of 
the international community, unlike their previous 
response to Pastor Balaev’s imprisonment. Please 
join us in lifting Pastor Shabanov in prayer, along 
with the rest of the persecuted Azerbaijani believers. 
Ask the Lord to change the hearts of the authorities 
toward Bible-preaching churches. So many have yet 
to hear the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ!

What’s at Stake for Christians



Editor’s Note: On October 3, 2008, we received the 
news that Dr. Alexei Brinza, founding president of 
Irpen Biblical Seminary, had gone to be with the Lord 
after a long illness. SGA president Dr. Robert Provost 
had partnered with Dr. Brinza in ministry since the 
founding of the seminary in 1991.  Unable to attend 
the memorial service, Dr. Provost sent a eulogy 
which was read at the service held at Irpen Biblical 
Seminary on October 5th.  We have included excerpts 
from it, and in a future issue of InSight, we’ll take a 
closer look at the life of this remarkable servant of 
Christ. 

 Dr. Alexei Brinza, a beloved husband, father 
and grandfather, and our precious friend, has been 
promoted to glory. His physical suffering is over 
and his heavenly blessings have begun. He has gone 
ahead to await a wonderful reunion with all of us. 
I am confident that the Lord welcomed him home 
with the words, “Well done, My good and faithful 
servant!” 

 I have known, admired, respected and loved 
our Brother Alexei Gavrilovich for 18 years. As an 
exemplary servant of Christ, careful student and 
gifted teacher of God’s Word, and as a discipler of 
young men and women for the Gospel ministry, 
Dr. Brinza was unexcelled. Heaven will reveal the 
countless souls who will be reached through the 

more than 1,200 
graduates and 
students of Irpen 
Biblical Seminary, 
as well as their 
churches and 
disciples.

 Dr. Brinza was 
strong in the grace 
that is in Christ 

Jesus. The things that he had been taught by his godly 
father, and by his beloved partner in the Gospel, 
Yakov Kuzmich Dukhonchenko, Alexei Gavrilovich 
entrusted to faithful young men who are now able 
to teach others also. As does every good soldier of 
Christ Jesus, he suffered hardship.

 Even so, he laid aside every encumbrance and 
sin, and with endurance, 
ran the race that was 
set before him. Alexei 
Gavrilovich fixed his 
eyes upon Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of 
faith. That same Jesus 
who, for the joy set 
before Him, endured 
the cross, despising 
the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. With Jesus as his example and 
his sustainer, our dear brother never grew weary. He 
never lost heart. 

 He was sober in all things, he endured 
hardship, he did the work of an evangelist and he 
fulfilled his ministry. With his beloved Valentina at 
his side, our dear brother poured himself out as a 
drink offering, he fought the good fight, he finished 
the course, and he kept the faith. For the Apostle 
Paul, and for Pastor Alexei Gavrilovich, to live was 
Christ, and to die has been gain! May his wonderful 
legacy of absolute faithfulness serve to inspire and 
encourage countless other disciples of Christ in their 
walk with Him, until He comes with the voice of 
the archangel and the trumpet of God to gather His 
church in the air. 

Robert Robertovich and Louetta Provost, 
and the entire SGA Family
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A Devout Servant of Jesus Christ

A Tribute To
Dr. Alexei Gavrilovich Brinza
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 . . . and they reported all that God had done with them (Acts 15:4).

Reports From the Harvest Field
The Ministry of SGA-Sponsored Church-Planting Missionaries

The First Baptism in 72 Years!
By Vladimir Savich
Zviriv, Ukraine

 I would like to tell you about the most 
important event in 
our church in the 
village of Zviriv. 
Last August 3, we 
held a baptism 
service. But it just 
wasn’t any baptism. 
In fact, it was the 
first baptism service 
held in our village 
for more than seven decades! 

 The church at Zviriv has a very long, 
difficult and tragic history. It was established 
in 1926, but the communists wanted to destroy 
Christianity in the Soviet Union. In the 1950s, they 
began forcefully closing churches, including the one 
in the village of Zviriv. The atheistic communists 
thought that they had eliminated Christianity, but they 
forgot about the Lord, who promised that nothing 
would prevail and keep Him from building his 
church. There were many different circumstances and 

obstacles for the Christians here. But God gave us 
His strength and helped us to overcome everything. 
Praise Him! 

 By God’s grace and power, the Zviriv church 
was reborn in 1997. From the beginning, there were 

those who wanted to be baptized, but they did it 
in other churches in other cities. But this year, we 
decided to conduct the baptism in our own village, 
through our own church.

 The baptism took 
place on the lake in 
our village. Almost all 
of the residents in this 
village came to observe 
our festive service. They 
had never seen a real 
baptism before! It was 
a wonderful testimony 

for them. It was something amazing! Five brothers 
and sisters were baptized on that day. Please pray for 
these newly baptized brothers and sisters, and for all 
the people of the village. Pray that the Lord will work 
in their hearts and draw people to Himself as we 
faithfully share the Gospel and demonstrate His joy 
in our lives. 

It’s Official — Baptists Are Welcome 
at This Prison!
By Oleg Kristenko
Ryazan, Russia

 I have visited prisons and detention facilities 
several times in Ryazan. Together with other 
Christian men from our church, we visited all the 
prison wards, gave out New Testaments, and shared 
our testimonies about what God had done in our 
lives.

 For the most part, the administrators over 
the detention facilities have met us very positively. 
But in one of the prisons, a deputy commander for 

political affairs was against our ministry, charging 
us with being “sectarians” and saying that we had no 
right to be there. In his view, only Orthodox priests 
were welcome. But the warden of the prison had 
something else to say. 

 When we were leaving the prison, we came 
upon the warden, who welcomed us very warmly. He 
not only gave us permission to visit the prisoners, — 
he also told the Orthodox priest to leave the prison! 
The priest had been saying very negative things about 
us. The warden said that Baptists had all the right to 
be there, and that he would let us come at any time. 
Praise God! Presently there are four persons in this 
prison who attend our Bible classes. Pray with us that 
more will come! 



Rev. Allan W. Vincent
Director, SGA Canada

Come unto me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. (Matt. 11:28)

Canadian
Connection 75years

Celebrating
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After SGA began in the United States 
in 1934 and in Canada in 1947, most 
of the world including Canada was 
painfully weary. After the Great 
Depression had wreaked economic 

havoc, WWII took a gargantuan toll in lives and resources. 
For those reasons, many would have questioned the wisdom 
of beginning a ministry. Who would support an unproven 
ministry founded by a Belarussian immigrant who initially 
sometimes struggled to communicate in broken English 
what he believed God was calling him to do?  
 But God overruled and with a clear sense of God’s 
call, God’s enabling and God’s blessing, scores of North 
American churches and individuals sacrificially invested 
in the unique ministry opportunities that Peter Deyneka 
passionately described. Nowhere was that response 
proportionately greater than in Canada. That was especially 
true of families whose forefathers had fled cruel oppression 
in the former Soviet Union. 
 Significant resources were willingly given and 
gifted young adults were lovingly commissioned so the 
Gospel could be shared with their parents’ persecutors. One 
of those Slavic young people with a Russian heritage was 
Frozina Kucher (Roz) who grew up in Hairy Lake, Alberta, 
named after a nearby hill with a crater at the top which the 
buffalo had used as their burial place. 
 When the Kucher family moved to Andrew, 
Alberta, they were Russian Orthodox and had never heard 
the Gospel. But that changed when two ladies from Prairie 
Bible Institute visited Andrew and many towns in Alberta. 
In addition to holding two weeks of children’s meetings, the 
ladies shared the Gospel with every family. Roz recalls that 
through those ladies her whole family repented. In addition 
to the Kucher family, many other Slavic families repented 
and went on to impact their communities and the former 
USSR with the Gospel
 Moving to Edmonton, Roz and her family 
attended the Slavic Church that had been planted by SGA 
missionaries Fred and Mona Filipchuk, who had moved 
from Virgil, Ontario. Responding to God’s call on her life, 
Roz headed to the Russian Bible Institute in Toronto, where 
her studies prepared her for an arduous ministry to large 
numbers of displaced people (DPs) and political refugees 

that in 1949 still languished in camps in Central and 
Western Europe. 
 When Ruth Deyneka Erdel joined Roz in Europe 
for two years of ministry in the DP and refugee camps, she 
recalled that Roz’s firm faith in the Lord and love for His 
Word helped ensure that her ministries then and into the 
future were greatly blessed.
 Roz and Ruth worked well together and the Lord 
soon wonderfully blessed their ministry. In camps across 
Europe, Roz and Ruth were empowered by God as they 
shared music and God’s Word with hundreds of children, 
their parents and grandparents who, for the first time, heard 
the precious truths of God’s Word. With eager hearts and 
the memories of hundreds who repented indelibly imprinted 
on their hearts, Roz and Ruth have continued to serve 
effectively with SGA. Retirement is not in their vocabulary. 
 Since marrying SGA missionary Nick Leonovich 
in the spring of 1952, Nick and “Rose” as she was then 
known, have faithfully served God in France, Germany, 
North Africa and the USA. They still minister in the CIS 
and to many Slavic congregations in the USA.

Ministry Itinerary:
Feb. 1 – Aldergrove Baptist Church – Aldergrove, BC
Feb. 16 – SGA Board Meeting – Phoenix, AZ
Feb. 20-22 Edmonton/Alberta Missions Fest –

A and L Vincent and Eugene Bakhmutsky (Director of 
Youth/Young Adult Ministry for the Russian UECB)

Feb. 22 – West Edmonton Baptist Church 
Feb. 23 – Grace Evangelical Free Church/Calvary Grace

Church – Okotoks, AB
Feb. 24 – Grace Baptist Church – Aidrie, AB
Feb. 25 – SGA Banquet – Mount Olive Evangelical Free

Church – Three Hills, AB
Feb. 26 – Wetaskiwin Mission Church – Wetaskiwin, AB
Feb. 27 – SGA Banquet – Shepherd’s Care – Edmonton, AB
Feb. 28 – Fellowship Baptist Church –

Fort Saskatchewan, AB
Mar. 1 – Glendon Evangelical Church – Glendon, AB
Mar. 1 – Avonglen Gospel Mission – Irma, AB
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Michael Nichols
Dr. Robert W. Provost
John Zielonko
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Reaching Russia With the Gospel 
and the Word of God

Thank you!
Please return the 

enclosed reply form 
with your gift.

One of the things noticed most often by observers of Russian culture is 
their love for reading — something that is cultivated in them from a 

very young age. 

 That’s why provision of Russian-language Bibles and Christian 
literature has been such an important part of SGA’s ministry from the very 
beginning. It’s why we’re so excited about the upcoming Russian-language 
version of the Faith to Grow On Bible for children. We are thankful to the 
Lord for yet another key tool to help bring the next generation to faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Provision of such literature is just one of 
many ways SGA seeks to help Bible-preaching 
churches across the lands of Russia as they 
proclaim the Gospel. Providing doctrinally-
sound Bible training is vitally important, as 
is the sponsorship of faithful church-planting 
missionaries. All that we do in serving the 
churches is with one goal in mind — to see 
Russian men, women and children come to saving 
faith in Christ. Your faithful giving to SGA’s 
ministries helps make all of this possible. 

 So please pray today about whether the Lord is leading you to help 
make an eternal difference for our faithful brothers and sisters across the 
Commonwealth of Independent States. Please join with us by sending the 
most generous gift you can.

How You
  Can Help
Partner With Us . . . Today!

To make your gift by credit card, see reverse side. >

o  Here’s my gift to express my partnership with SGA to help share

  Christ’s love in the lands of Russia. I’m enclosing $_______.   

 

   
 

 

        (11000)

o	  I would like to stay better connected! Please e-mail me with periodic ministry updates,  

  key prayer requests and needs.  (4401)

o	 Sign me up to be part of SGA’s special e-mail Prayer Team. (4403)

 My e-mail address is:_____________________________

“Printed 

missionaries”... 

reaching the lost 

for Christ.


